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It looked for awhile as though we might be in for another early opening but I suppose Mother Nature was just teasing us. What a wicked lady. 

This newsletter is a compilation of part me and part Jack Hein, your president. All the good parts to the letter I wrote and Jack can have credit for everything else.


Statements, for those of you who did not pay early are included in this mailing or will arrive shortly. Dues are due and payable prior to the opening of the course. Your board has done a very good job the past couple years cutting down on expenditures but unfortunately that came at the expense of cutting out some important programs. We saved quite a bit by not spraying for weeds and we skipped the early season fertilization of the fairways. The course benefited by some early season rains and that along with a lot of hard work by the guys outside kept the course in great shape all season long.

So you will better understand the club’s financial operation, the board asked me to highlight where the money goes. Because of several uncontrollable economic problems in our area such as the mill closures, the downturn in the economy and rather high unemployment, we have seen a drop in our membership over the past few years,

Many of you may not be aware but the golf course is maintained on a total yearly budget of just under $150,000.00. That number is derived from members dues, cart storage fees, handicap fees, green fees, tee sign maintenance and fund raisers. Out of that comes all the wages and payroll taxes for 3 full time and 3 part time employees as well as all other taxes, fertilizer, utilities, accounting fees, equipment and building maintenance and upkeep, handicaps, fuel costs and anything else you can think of. Unfortunately due to a revenue shortfall we’ve had to carry some expenditures over to the following year the past couple of seasons.

Another thing we are becoming extremely concerned about is our aging equipment. Some of the machines we are using are now over 35 to 40 years old and are costing us with there need of constant maintenance. We have in the range of 21 cutting units which have to be serviced and sharpened each season and sending them out to be done cost an average of $200.00 a unit. The past few years we have gone back to using a grinder (the machine that sharpens the reels) that is over 40 years old and are doing them in house. It does not do near the job the newer sharpeners do and it takes close to 4 times as long to get them done.

The goal of your board is to gradually replace our aging equipment and return the club to a sound financial footing. An additional 10 to 20 members would go a long way to achieving that goal. If our goal is to continue to have one of the top courses in the valley, then it is imperative that we increase our membership. If you know anyone who is interested in golf and is not yet a member but might be interested, encourage them. Tell them about our 1st time ½ price membership. Send them up to see me so I can explain the benefits of membership.

We also want to remind you to feel free to share suggestions for improvement with either myself or the board. If you have questions as to why we do things a certain way, PLEASE ask questions. We’ll get the answers for you.


Anyone interested in a golf cart let me know. We have a couple members who are moving away and would like to sell their carts. Also if anyone is interested in advertising on our tee signs we have a couple vacancies. What a great way to get your name out in front of several hundred people each week. The cost is only $100.00 per year plus the initial cost of making the ad panel.


While we’re on the subject of carts we need to discuss once again the policy of loaning out carts. Because in the past we have had several members come in and ask, “who’s been using my cart”, we need to set some rules. If you plan on loaning out your cart, you need to call the shop ahead of time and let us know. Don’t just tell that particular person to tell us you said it was alright. Duh! If someone is allowed to use your cart anytime, we will have a list here in the shop telling us who can use it. There are a couple of you who probably have no idea how many people are using your cart. They’ve just been told by someone else it’s alright. Then you wonder why your batteries are no good. Take your key out of your cart. If you want to leave a key here in the shop, we can tag them, put them in a box and not give them out unless you call us. If you’re one of the people who borrows the cart, please don’t put myself or one of the ladies in the shop on the spot by having to tell you no, you can’t use it. And remember, if you are the last person to put your cart in the shed, no matter what time of day, close and lock the door. Protect yours and everyone else’s property.

A few members have brought to my attention some confusion on the tees. We do not have men’s or women’s tees. We have forward, middle and back tees. Within our club we have ladies who play the middle tees and some men who play the forward tees. Never feel bad or embarrassed to play the tees suited to your game. Take a look at the scorecard. We have the recommended tees for every handicap range printed right on the card. I promise the game will be much more enjoyable for everyone if we all play the tees suited for our games. We have a course rating for the ladies from the front and middle tees and for the men from all three tees. Just tell the computer when you post your score which tees you played and it will take care of the rest.


This year we are going to try to introduce a few more activities within the club. Maybe some men’s night competition, some more couple functions and maybe even some traveling events. What ever we do, it will not work unless we get participation. Any suggestions? Let me know. I’ll talk a little more about it in the next newsletter. The senior day is continuing and is extremely popular. If you haven’t participated in the past, you really need to come out and see what it’s all about. They play every Tuesday morning once the weather turns nice and continue until the latter part of September. It’s a great way to get involved with other golfers no matter what your ability. They start at 8:15 and most stick around for lunch after they play. Come on up and give it a try but be careful, you might have a good time.

One last thing. I know many of you have email addresses which I don’t have. Those members whose email addresses I do have are getting many more updates than those whose addresses I don’t have. I promise that I do not share the addresses with any one else, so if you want to stay up to date with what’s going on, get me your email address. You can also look on our webpage to see what you may be missing. The best way to stay involved is to stay informed. 

We’re looking forward to a long, pleasant and prosperous season and hope to see you all up here in another 4 to 6 weeks.

